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chapter22
Mixed and Incomplete Sentences

Mixed Sentences

A mixed sentence contains two or more parts that are incompatible—that is, the parts do not fit together. The misfit may be in grammar or in meaning.

Note Grammar and style checkers may recognize a simple mixed construction such as reason is because, but they will fail to flag most mixed sentences.


Untangle sentences that are mixed in grammar.

Sentences mixed in grammar combine two or more incompatible grammatical structures.


Make sure subject and verb fit together grammatically.

A mixed sentence may occur when you start a sentence with one plan and end it with another:


modifier (prepositional phrase)
verb

Mixed
By paying more attention to impressions than facts leads us to misjudge others.


modifier (prepositional phrase)
subject +

Revised
By paying more attention to impressions than facts, we mis-

 
verb


judge others.


subject (gerund phrase)
verb

Revised
Paying more attention to impressions than facts leads us to misjudge others.


subject
modifier (adjective clause)

Mixed
The fact that someone may be considered guilty just for asso-


ciating with someone guilty.


subject
verb

Revised
The fact is that someone may be considered guilty just for associating with someone guilty.


subject
verb

Revised
Someone may be considered guilty just for associating with someone guilty.

In some mixed sentences the grammar is so jumbled that the writer has little choice but to start over:

Mixed
My long-range goal is through law school and government work I hope to help people deal with those problems we all deal with more effectively.

Possible
My long-range goal is to go to law school and then work in government so that I can help people deal more effectively with problems we all face.

Mixed sentences are especially likely on a computer when you connect parts of two sentences or rewrite half a sentence but not the other half. Mixed sentences may also occur when you don’t focus your sentences on the subject and verb so that these elements carry the principal meaning. (See pp. 384–86.) If you need help identifying the subject and verb, see pages 233–36.

State parts of sentences, such as subjects,
only once.

In some languages other than English, certain parts of sentences may be repeated. These include the subject in any kind of clause or an object or adverb in an adjective clause. In English, however, these parts are stated only once in a clause.



Repetition of subject

You may be tempted to restate a subject as a pronoun before the verb. But the subject needs stating only once in its clause.

Faulty
The liquid it reached a temperature of 180°F.

Revised
The liquid reached a temperature of 180°F.

Faulty
Gases in the liquid they escaped.

Revised
Gases in the liquid escaped.



Repetition in an adjective clause

Adjective clauses begin with who, whom, whose, which, that, where, and when (see p. 254). The beginning word replaces another word: the subject (He is the person who called), an object of a verb or preposition (He is the person whom I mentioned), or a preposition and pronoun (He knows the office where [in which] the conference will occur).

Do not state the word that who, whom, and so on replace in an adjective clause:

Faulty
The technician whom the test depended on her was burned. [Whom should replace her.]

Revised
The technician whom the test depended on was burned.

Adjective clauses beginning with where or when do not need an adverb such as there or then:
Faulty
Gases escaped at a moment when the technician was un-prepared then.

Revised
Gases escaped at a moment when the technician was un-prepared.


Match subjects and predicates in meaning.

In a sentence with mixed meaning, the subject is said to be or do something it cannot logically be or do. Such a mixture is sometimes called faulty predication because the predicate conflicts with the subject.



Illogical equation with be
When a form of be connects a subject and a word that describes the subject (a complement), the subject and complement must be logically related:

Mixed
A compromise between the city and the country would be the ideal place to live.

Revised
A community that offered the best qualities of both city and country would be the ideal place to live.



Is when, is where
Definitions require nouns on both sides of be. Definition clauses beginning with when or where are common in speech but should be avoided in writing:

Mixed
An examination is when you are tested on what you know.

Revised
An examination is a test of what you know.



Reason is because
The commonly heard construction reason is because is redundant since because means “for the reason that”:

Mixed
The reason the temple requests donations is because the school needs expansion.

Revised
The reason the temple requests donations is that the school needs expansion.

Revised
The temple requests donations because the school needs ex-pansion.



Other mixed meanings

Mismatched subjects and predicates are not confined to sentences with be:
Mixed
The use of emission controls was created to reduce air pollution.

Revised
Emission controls were created to reduce air pollution.

EXERCISE 22.1 Revising: Sentences mixed in grammar or meaning

Revise the following sentences so that their parts fit together both in grammar and in meaning. Each item has more than one possible answer. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

When they found out how expensive pianos are is why they were discouraged.

They were discouraged because they found out how expensive pianos are.

When they found out how expensive pianos are, they were discouraged.


1.
A hurricane is when the winds in a tropical depression rotate counterclockwise at more than seventy-four miles per hour.


2.
Because hurricanes can destroy so many lives and so much property is why people fear them.


3.
Through high winds, storm surge, floods, and tornadoes is how a hurricane can kill thousands of people.


4.
Many scientists observe that hurricanes in recent years they have become more ferocious and destructive.


5.
However, in the last half-century, with improved communications systems and weather satellites have made hurricanes less deadly.

EXERCISE 22.2 Revising: Repeated sentence parts
 Revise the following sentences to eliminate any unnecessary repetition of sentence parts. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

Over 79 percent of Americans they have heard of global warming.

Over 79 percent of Americans have heard of global warming.


1.
Global warming it is caused by the gradual erosion of the ozone layer that protects the earth from the sun.


2.
Scientists who study this problem they say that the primary causes of erosion are the use of fossil fuels and the reduction of forests.


3.
Many nonscientists they mistakenly believe that aerosol spray cans are the primary cause of erosion.


4.
One scientist whom others respect him argues that Americans have effectively reduced their use of aerosol sprays.


5.
He argues that we will stop global warming only when the public learns the real causes then.

Incomplete Sentences

The most serious kind of incomplete sentence is the fragment (see Chapter 17). But sentences are also incomplete when they omit one or more words needed for clarity.

Note Grammar and style checkers will not flag most kinds of incomplete sentences discussed in this section.


Omissions from compound constructions should


be consistent with grammar or idiom.

In both speech and writing, we commonly omit words not necessary for meaning, such as those in brackets in the following examples. Notice that all the sentences contain compound constructions (see p. 258):

By 2010 automobile-emission standards will be tougher, and by 2015 [automobile-emission standards will be] tougher still.

Some cars will run on electricity and some [will run] on methane or another alternative fuel.

Environmentalists have hopes for alternative fuels and [for] public trans-portation.

Such omissions are possible only when you omit words that are common to all the parts of a compound construction. When the parts differ in either grammar or idiom, all words must be included in all parts:

One new car gets eighty miles per gallon of gasoline; some old cars get as little as five miles per gallon. [One verb is singular, the other plural.]

Environmentalists were invited to submit proposals and were eager to do so. [Each were has a different grammatical function: the first is a helping verb; the second is a linking verb.]

They believe in and work for fuel conservation. [Idiom requires different prepositions with believe and work.]

In the sentence My brother and friend moved to Dallas, the omission of my before friend indicates that brother and friend are the same person. If two different persons are meant, the modifier or article must be repeated: My brother and my friend moved to Dallas.
(See pp. 523–25 for a list of English idioms with prepositions and pp. 405–08 for a discussion of grammatical parallelism.)


All comparisons should be complete and logical.

Comparisons make statements about the relation between two or more things, as in Dogs are more intelligent than cats.

State a comparison fully enough to ensure clarity.

Unclear
Automakers worry about their industry more than environmentalists.

Clear
Automakers worry about their industry more than environmentalists do.

Clear
Automakers worry about their industry more than they worry about environmentalists.


The items being compared should in fact be comparable.

Illogical
The cost of an electric car is greater than a gasoline-
powered car. [Illogically compares a cost and a car.]

Revised
The cost of an electric car is greater than the cost of [or that of] a gasoline-powered car.


Use any or any other appropriately in comparisons.

Comparing a person or thing with all others in the same group creates two units: (1) the individual person or thing and (2) all other persons or things in the group. The two units need to be distinguished:

Illogical
Los Angeles is larger than any city in California. [Since Los Angeles is itself a city in California, the sentence seems to say that Los Angeles is larger than itself.]

Logical
Los Angeles is larger than any other city in California.

Comparing a person or thing with the members of a different group assumes separate units to begin with. The two units do not need to be distinguished with other:
Illogical
Los Angeles is larger than any other city in Canada. [The cities in Canada constitute a group to which Los Angeles does not belong.]

Logical
Los Angeles is larger than any city in Canada.


Comparisons should state what is being compared.

Brand X gets clothes whiter. [Whiter than what?]

Brand Y is so much better. [Better than what?]


Include all needed prepositions, articles,


and other words.

In haste or carelessness we sometimes omit small words such as articles and prepositions that are needed for clarity:

Incomplete
Regular payroll deductions are a type painless savings. You hardly notice missing amounts, and after period of years the contributions can add a large total.

Revised
Regular payroll deductions are a type of painless savings. You hardly notice the missing amounts, and after a period of years the contributions can add up to a large total.

Be careful not to omit that when the omission is confusing:

Incomplete
The personnel director expects many employees will benefit from the plan. [Many employees seems to be the object of expects.]

Revised
The personnel director expects that many employees will benefit from the plan.

Attentive proofreading is the best insurance against the kinds of omissions described in this section. Proofread all your papers carefully. See page 63 for tips.

 If your native language or dialect is not standard American English, you may have difficulty knowing when to use the English articles a, an, and the. For guidelines on using articles, see pages 326–30.

EXERCISE 22.3
Revising: Incomplete sentences
Revise the following sentences so that they are complete, logical, and clear. Some items have more than one possible answer. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

Our house is closer to the bank than the subway stop.

Our house is closer to the bank than it is to the subway stop.

Our house is closer to the bank than the subway stop is.

1.
The first ice cream, eaten in China in about 2000 BC, was more lumpy than the modern era.


2.
The Chinese made their ice cream of milk, spices, and overcooked rice and packed in snow to solidify.


3.
In the fourteenth century ice milk and fruit ices appeared in Italy and the tables of the wealthy.


4.
At her wedding in 1533 to the king of France, Catherine de Médicis offered more flavors of fruit ices than any hostess offered.


5.
Modern sherbets resemble her ices; modern ice cream her soft dessert of thick, sweetened cream.

EXERCISE 22.4  Revising: Mixed and incomplete sentences
Revise the following paragraph to eliminate mixed or incomplete constructions. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/
littlebrown.)

The Hancock Tower in Boston is thin mirror-glass slab that rises almost eight hundred feet. When it was being constructed was when its windows began cracking, and some fell crashing to the ground. In order to minimize risks is why the architects and owners replaced over a third the huge windows with plywood until the problem could be found and solved. With its plywood sheath, the building was homelier than any skyscraper, the butt of many jokes. Eventually, however, it was discovered that the reason the windows cracked was because joint between the double panes of glass was too rigid. The solution of thicker single-pane windows was installed, and the silly plywood building crystallized into reflective jewel.

EXERCISE on chapters 17–22
Revising: Clear sentences
Clarify meaning in the following paragraphs by revising sentence fragments, comma splices, fused sentences, problems with pronoun reference, awkward shifts, misplaced and dangling modifiers, and mixed and incomplete sentences. Most errors can be corrected in more
than one way. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/
littlebrown.)

Many people who are physically challenged. They have accomplished much. Which proves that they are not “handicapped.” Confined to wheelchairs, successful careers have been forged by Bob Sampson and Stephen Hawking. Despite Sampson’s muscular dystrophy, he has earned a law degree he has also worked for United Airlines for more than thirty years. Stephen Hawking most famous for his book A Brief History of Time. Unable to speak, Hawking’s voice synthesizer allows him to dictate his books and conduct public lectures. And teach mathematics classes at Cambridge University.

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ann Adams, and Itzhak Perlman all refused let polio destroy their lives. Indeed, Roosevelt led the United States during two of the worst periods of its history as President. The Great Depression and World War II. Reassured by his strong, firm voice, Roosevelt inspired hope and determination in the American people. Ann Adams, who was talented in art before polio paralyzed her, knew she had to continue to be one. Having retrained herself to draw with a pencil grasped in her teeth. She produces sketches of children and pets. That were turned into greeting cards. The profits from the cards sustained her. Roosevelt and Adams were stricken with polio when they were adults; Itzhak Perlman when a child. He was unable to play sports, instead he studied the violin, now many think he is greater than any violinist in the world.

Like Perlman, many physically challenged individuals turn to the arts. Perhaps the reason is because the joy of artistic achievement compensates for other pleasures they cannot experience. Stevie Wonder, José Feliciano, and Andrea Bocelli all express, through their music, their souls. Although unable to see physically, their music reveals truly how well they see. Hearing impairment struck Ludwig van Beethoven and Marlee Matlin it did not stop them from developing their talents. Already a successful composer, many of Beethoven’s most powerful pieces were written after he became deaf. Similarly, Matlin has had excellent acting roles in movies, plays, and television programs, indeed she won an Oscar for Children of a Lesser God. She encourages others to develop their ability, and many hearing-impaired actors have been inspired by her.

http://www.ablongman.com/littlebrown

Visit the companion Web site for more help and an additional exercise on mixed and incomplete sentences.


