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Term Paper Proposal

OBJECTIVES & KEY QUESTIONS:

The topic that I have chosen is a comparison between two controversial topics: Pornography and Media Violence. My main question is concerning why pornography/human sexuality is censored completely from the media, however, violence is censored to a minimal degree. The objective of this research will be to find out through different sources and directly asking people why pornography and human sexuality is considered to be worse than violence according to media censors.

RATIONALE

This is an important topic due to its very nature. There are many organizations dedicated to all sides of this argument. Some organizations are for complete freedom of media, allowing both pornography and violence to be shown. Other groups are completely against any sort of showing of “bad” content on any media. Finally, there are even more groups either for one side, yet not the other, some are selective in getting rid of just one or trying to promote just one. The point I am trying to make is that when it comes down to the line, is pornography and human sexuality really worse than a savage beating or murder?

LITERATURE REVIEW

So far, information on the matter is somewhat thin. These are controversial matters, organizations have been hard to find. One web site I have reviewed, The National Coalition Against Censorship (NCAC), has many articles on how Congress has made laws that go too far, re-enforce existing laws, or just infringe on freedom of thought.This coalition fights for freedom of all media. They believe what someone sees and what someone believes are two different things. This is the only intensive research I have completed. This resource is appropriate due to the fact that it is completely on one side of the spectrum. For fairness, I will have to investigate another organization that is completely for censorship.

METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES

I am going to answer my questions by looking up articles either in magazines, on the internet, or in books. I am also going to conduct a survey that directly asks: What would you rather have on media, pornography or violence? I plan on contrasting what the people say on the surveys against what public figures (writers, politicians, etc.) say on the subject.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES

It is hard to estimate what kind of outcome I will have. My main reason for choosing this topic was that I had no real expectations of an answer. As a best guess, due to the rising amount of violent acts and school/workplace shootings, I would assume that pornography would be considered “better” than violence. Teenagers will especially choose pornography just due to their stage of life. Adults are the wild cards for these questions, I have no estimation for their responses.

