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Learning Disabilities Association   Educational Services Committee    May, 1996

Families having students with learning disabilities who are struggling in school frequently consider providing for their educational needs at home. Parents are often attracted to home-schooling because of their disillusionment with the traditional school. New technology is also driving the increase in home-schooling. Sophisticated software is now available which evaluates how much a child knows on a subject, designs lessons to fit the child's needs, and tests how well the lessons are learned. In 1991 the National Home Education Research Institute conducted a national survey of parents who belonged to a home-school organization, and reported the following characteristics of home-schooled children:

             average age, years  8.24

             average grade  3.25

             years taught at home    3.02

             grade through which parents intend to home-educate child  10.88

             attended public school before home-education   25.6

             attended private school before home-education   24.4

             attended public school after home-education  2.8

             attended private school after home-education  3.0 

Questions to ask when considering home-schooling

Why teach children at home? Home-schooling allows individualized planning for each child-an opportunity to consider his/her needs and interests and to tailor an educational program accordingly. It gives family members an opportunity to spend more time together. Many families choose to become involved in home-schooling because of strong mora] or religious convictions and their desire to convey these values to their children through their educational experiences. Sometimes parents disagree with the educational philosophy of the public school system. 

How does home schooling affect socialization? Home-school advocates might argue that sending children to school does not guarantee the desired social opportunities and that the home can protect the child from negative influences. Parents serve as role models in the area of socialization. Other social opportunities for children being educated at home include interaction with peers after school and on week ends, dance/art classes, theater groups, music lessons, sports teams, church activities, etc. Many home-school parents belong to cooperatives which provide moral support and information and often opportunities for children to study together, go on field trips, or take informal classes. 

What personal parental characteristics are needed for successful home-schooling?  Parents who make this choice need to be flexible, patient, sensitive to the needs of the children and spouse, have organizational ability, a sense of humor, a desire to grow and learn, tenacity and determination, a desire to spend extended time with children, good family communications, financial resources and space, and be able to avail themselves of needed resources (materials, support groups, community opportunities, etc.) 

What is the financial impact of home schooling? When considering home-schooling, a side-by-side cost analysis of public, private and home-schooling should be made. Home-schooling requires the presence of one parent in the home, eliminating a second income. Expenses may include curriculum, support services, resource materials, field trips, equipment, etc. Library services can be used to reduce resource material costs. 

What about legal requirements and record keeping? Laws regarding home-schooling vary from state to state, thus it is essential to contact state and local education agencies to determine legal requirements. Some states require that files be kept including proof of immunization, work samples, evaluation of progress, etc. 

How do home-educated children compare academically with other children? The National Home Education Research Institute reported in 1991, after studying 1500 home-educated students, that the average scores for these children were at or above the 80th percentile in all categories (reading, listening, language, math, science, and social studies). Major standardized tests used included the California Achievement Test, the Iowa Test of Basic Skills, and the Stanford Achievement Test (SAT). 

What about home-schooling students with learning disabilities? Children with learning disabilities represent challenges in finding educational methods that work, and thus present additional challenges to parents who attempt to serve as their primary educator. The attraction of home-schooling for students with learning disabilities might be the ability to individualize for his/her particular needs and to avoid the frustrations of trying to find the right "fit" in the public school system. If home-schooling is attempted for these children, parents must become informed about learning disabilities and the resources which will address their unique needs. 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Home Schooling --Answer to Questions Parents Most Often Ask (1995) Deborah McIntire & Robert Windham, Creative Teaching Press, Cypress,CA 90630 


Excerpt from a Handout for Parents   By Virginia Smith Harvey, Ph.D.  University of Massachusetts-Boston

Communique, newsletter of the National Association of School Psychologists

Associate it with love and affection, freedom, fun, and control. 

  *Provide support and praise for homework completion as well as non-critical assistance. 

     *Give children choice in when, where, and how they complete homework assignments. 

     *Encourage your children to complete homework well enough that they have a sense of control over their  

own learning and levels of competence. 

     *Maintain a positive and helpful attitude: avoid criticism and anger.  

     *Use homework preferences in developing a homework schedule. Some children prefer to get disliked 

homework done first, while others prefer to do their easier homework first. 

     *When a child dislikes a subject, find ways to make it less frustrating. For example, set a goal of doing five 

math problems and then taking a stretch. 

     *Encourage your child to participate in study groups with friends. Research shows that children who form 

study groups achieve at a much higher level than children who always study alone. 

     *Encourage your child to have fun such as eating a snack, calling friends, starting an activity, or watching 

a favorite show when homework is finished. 

     *Never use homework as a punishment. 

     *Be a good listener, and encourage you child to ask questions about things that are hard to understand. 

     *Help children study for tests by quizzing them on the material in a friendly manner. 

Parenting The Child With

Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
from the Learning Disabilities Association   Ruth Turner, 1992

Children with AD/HD present a challenge to their parents. Because they are energetic, loving; at times impossible and excitable, many parenting techniques simply do not work. Effective parenting involves patience, time, effort, and inter-parental cooperation. The following represent some concrete ideas and suggestions: 

Be Positive - It is easy to notice the negative behavior of a child with AD/HD because there is so much of it. Noticing and reinforcing positive behavior is critical. There is a tendency to leave the child alone when she or he is being "good." To the contrary, this is the time to say or do something that will make the positive behavior more probable. 

Use Praise - Learning a variety of ways to say "good job" and "thanks" can do wonders for the child with AD/HD. This is a major means that you can use to reinforce positive behavior.  

Be Specific, Concrete and Immediate - Children with AD/HD do not do well with generalities or with feedback that is delayed. Their rapid pace, hyperactivity, and distractibility make swift parental response critical. 

   Break things into manageable elements. For example, when giving tasks, be specific and to the point. Telling a child with this disorder to clean his or her room is fruitless. On the other hand telling them to pick up dirty clothes and put them in the hamper or pick up all of the GI Joes and put them in a box will bring good results. 

    Do not use complex, long-winded verbal communication. Children with AD/HD do not tolerate complexity and may hear a portion of what is being said. They may only hear the first command of a series. Often, they may need to have things repeated or be asked to say what they have heard in order to accomplish a task. 

    Reinforce or punish now, not later. Because of memory problems and a tendency to operate in the here and now and not in the future, parental responses need to be immediate.

Discipline Must be Positive, If Possible, and Not Negative - Children with AD/HD often do much better by hearing positive rather than getting into a vicious negative feedback cycle, negative behavior escalating parental negatives. Some concrete techniques to facilitate this are: 

     Give choices and options. Children with AD/HD often create power struggles and do not do well in confrontations, "options" are more useful than "musts." For example, "Do you want to do your homework now or in 30 minutes?" 

     Use charts. Things written down in specifics will be useful because they are visual and concrete. They can be helpful to remind children what they have to do and when. 

     Use reward systems. Children with AD/HD are more ruled by immediate gratification than by mature deliberation or by long term consequences. Using rewards for behavior with concrete payoff can be incredibly useful. 

Structure is Important As Is Attention to Time and Sequence - Children with AD/HD do not do well with unpredictability, change and a lack of consistency. Specific times for homework for completing tasks, chores, and other requirements are useful. If charts are used, they can dictate components of tasks in a sequential fashion. 

Parents on the Same Wavelength and in Agreement - To have a parent coalition that is imbalanced and not working well together (blaming and condemning) will wreak havoc. Part of therapy is to heal parental splits and to come to agreement. 

Parents Must Take Time to Nurture Each Other and Take Time Out - Due to the stress of raising a child who is hyperactive and distractible, parents must take time away and not be locked into their child's world. Going out and/or taking long weekends together can be very fruitful. 


Earl S. Hishinuma, Ph.D.Assistant Professor, Dept. of Psychiatry, University of Hawaii

Students who are learning disabled (LD) may be at a distinct disadvantage when taking standardized tests including assessments geared for K-12 and college admissions. According to federal legislation (e.g., American with Disabilities Act [ADA]), test accommodations must be provided to those with disabilities unless (a) the area of impairment is what is desired to be measured (e.g., assessment of reading for a student with dyslexia), (b) the test modification fundamentally alters the measurement of the targeted skill, (c) the provision of the accommodation entails an undue hardship on the testing agency, or (d) the client refuses the test adjustment. Although disagreements remain on what constitutes a reasonable test accommodation, and therefore, each case must be evaluated on its own merits, major testing agencies have set forth guidelines and policies on the provision of test adjustments for students with LD. What is known is that test modifications can make a significant difference in leveling the playing field and improving scores for students who are LD. The following are summaries of two nationally recognized college-bound exams. This information may be beneficial in applying to colleges and universities. The summaries to follow are intended to provide the audience with an overview; actual registration materials should be obtained from the respective testing agencies and followed in detail.

For more information see  http://www.ldonline.org/ld_indepth/transition/hishinuma_actsat.html


This summer I will continue to offer individual tutoring and will add reading clubs.  The focus of reading clubs will be fun and good literature, as well as strategies for improving comprehension.  Please call me if you may be interested as I will try to assign children with complimentary peers.  At this time I anticipate dividing students into 

1. grades 3-5

2. grades 6-9
Visit Adventures Online at  http://www.geocities.Com/Heartland/Fields/1378  to see published student stories and poems, reviewed websites, literatures, and homework resources.
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Learning Link is published by Adventures in Learning and Jennifer Bryerton, MA.  The goal is to support parents in educating their children.    There is an open invitation for contributions related to parenting and education.  Please contact jenbryerton@yahoo.com or call (303) 499-3753    http://www.geocities.
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Adventures in Learning offers individualized learning experiences for students in grades K-12 regular or special education as well as home school students.  Call Jennifer Bryerton, MA at (303) 499-3753 to find out about private tutoring, small groups, workshops, home schooling., and educational assessment  
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