Descendants of William Wright





Generation No. 1





1.  William Wright was born about 1790 and married Elizabeth Coulter.








Generation No. 2





2.	Children of William Wright and Elizabeth Coulter are:


	i.	Edward John Wright, born Abt. 1811.  Occupation - Draper.   He married Sarah ?.


	ii.	Henry Francis Wright, born Abt. 1836 in Tandragee, County Amagh, Ireland; died 21 		June 1913 in Melbourne and was buried at the Coburg Cemetery. 


	iii.	Thomas Wright, born Abt. 1837.





Extracted from notes written by Jean R Smith in 1996.





3.	Edward John Wright and family lived at George St East Melbourne in a still beautiful home.   It was the cream of Melbourne where a lot of big merchants of Bourke St lived.   He had a drapers shop in Elizabeth St for many years (In 1946 I worked in the same shop in Elizabeth St.   It was a Darrell Lea Chocolate Shop!   Coincident?).   They also had shops in Daylesford and Williamstown as "Wright Bros".   There was another brother, Thomas, who came out also as a draper.   The mystery of this family that I never heard my grandfather or his sister Aunt Olive even mention Edward or any of his family, but they used to go to see their cousins who wereTailors in Bourke St, Thomas's children.   There was also another brother, Miles Atkinson came out and was said to have gone to West Australia..   I still have quite a bit of work to do on the Wright's tree yet to tie up the ends.   





	One of the family stories was that Henry Francis's father (William) was a judge in Ireland, Tandrage, County Armagh.   On all the family certificates he is named as "Proffession Gentleman".   A friend of mine has been to Ireland twice doing research on this but cannot find any record.   I am still working on this one.





4.	  Henry Francis Wright married Anna Maria Evans 13 December 1864 at the home of his brother Edward’s home in East Melbourne.   Anna was the daughter of Samuel Evans and Isabella O'Malley.  She was born Abt. 1838 in Rathdrum, County Wicklow, Ireland, and died 5 March 1903 in Northcote, Melbourne.   Henry arrived in Melbourne at the age of 22 on the ship "Plantar" in 1858.   He came with his older brother, Edward aged 44, Merchant.   His sister-in-law Sarah, their eight children and a nursemaid.   They came as unassisted passengers and are both listed afterwards as Drapers.





	After the marriage he later moved around Melbourne as a draper, but he also speculated in land etc.   He formed a company with his brother Thomas Coulter (called T.C.) who lived at Gardeners Creek (Prahran) and they built the Kilmore Gas Works and then the Heildelberg Gas Works.   This is all documented in a book brought out by the gas works called "The Circle of Influence" by Ray Proudly.   I have his notebook giving prices, quotes etc. on all this.   As a lot of other people did in the 1890's he lost all his money.   They had to give up their style of living with housemaids, cooks, butlers etc. and go out to work.





5.	Anna Maria Evans  was a milliner by trade and arrived in Australia in March 1864 on the ship "Compeer".    In December of that year she married Henry.   She was supposedly to be a ward of his father's, the "Judge ??".   She was born in Rathdrum, Cty Wicklow, Ireland about 1838 to samuel George Evans and Isabella O'Malley.   Her father was a civil engineer.   It was always said she came from Wales.   Probably her father did, but her mother was Irish.     Stories I have heard of her she was always helping other people. She died at a small house in Northcote in 1903 (I have photo).   Both her and her husband are buried at Coburg Cemetery in the Methodist section of the old part.   There was no headstone so in 1993 I had a plaque put there from all their descendants.    According to family stories,


she came from "Blue Blood",  but her papers to prove same were burnt in a fire at Kilmore.   She was also said to be a cousin to Robert O'Hara Burke the explorer and a cousin to Lord Hopetown the first governor of Victoria.    So far I have not come up with any proof, but I did discover that Lord Hopetown was related to the Burke's on his mother's side and the O'Malleys and the Burke's are related far back.   I am still working on these. I do not disbelieve them.   Knowing my grandfather so well and his sister, Aunt Olive, I believe they were telling the truth as they had been told.   It's up to me to prove it all.








Generation No. 3





	


6.	Children of Henry Wright and Anna Evans are:


	i.	William Wright, born 1868.


	ii.	Henry Francis "Harry" Wright, born 1869; died 1935 in Swan Hill.


	iii.	Edward Miles Atkinson Wright, born 1871.


	iv.	Elizabeth Blanche Mary Wright, born 1873; died 1874.


	v.	Frederick John Wright, born 7 April 1875 in St Kilda, Vic; died 30 September 1950 in 		Melbourne and was buried in the Coburg Cemetery.


	vi.	Florence Jane Wright, born 1879.


	vii.	Olive Anna Wright, born 1881.





The following notes were written by Jean R Smith in 1996.





7.	William left home under a "dark Cloud" and was last heard of in South Australia.   





8.	 Harry was in the clothing trade and travelled around.   He must have been able to build quite well as he built part of the home at Barham Valley, Apollo Bay.  





9.	Edward Worked with his brothers in the wood yard.   Then they moved on to Apollo Bay where he eventually selected the land at Barham Valley.   He comitted suicide in the hut he lived in there.   No one seemed to know why, but with all the paper work I have got I would presume he was worried about the debt he had got into.





10.	Frederick married Trevena Victoria Riley 23 May 1908 in Congregational Church, East Melbourne, daughter of Charles Riley and Johanna Doyne.  She was born 24 May 1888 in Cowarr, Gippsland, Vic, and died 4 September 1958 in Maffra, Vic.    She was buried at Coburg Cemetery.  Frederick had been going to University to be a draughtsman or architect, he was very good at drawing.   He and his older brothers went out selling wood.   They had a woodyard in Fitzroy.   They cut the wood from a property they were supposedly to own near Gembrook.   I say, supposedly, because Grandpa said they did.   In the 1970's I met a man, Charles, who said it belonged to his grandfather.   I was not doing family history then and it was years later I found Charles was descended from Edward Wright.   He was desceased by the time I found out.   In the 1980's I met a fellow genealogist who said he had worked on this property for a man called Samuel Wright!  they had a brother named Samuel.   I wonder if he could be the same person (more work to do).   Puffing Billy goes through a station called Wright.





11.	Later they went to Apollo Bay and grew onions on the river flats.   Then Edward and Frederick selected land at Barham River and after lots of work to clear it, they became farmers.   The property had been put in Edward's name only.   Grandfather was a silent partner.   This caused many years of unhappiness and harder work when Edward Miles Atkinson Wright committed suicide on the property.


The old farm has now been divided into three.   The centre just where our grandparents house was, is a newer house and now called" Arcady Homestead" a holiday farm.   The old house burnt down years ago





12.	The girls Olive and Florence who had only known a life of servants and governesses had to go out as housemaids themselves. Frederick died while visiting his daughter "Olive" in Melbourne.





Notes by John Graham Leafe, Apr 2000.





	The Puffing Billy actually goes through Wright Forest.   Of interest is that the train runs through "Wright Forest" and there is a road there named "Wright Road".    These are named after a Wright family with a Walter F Wright or John Walter Wright who married a Anna Mary Meyer.   Wright Station was opened on 24 Oct 1904 and named after an early landowner J.W. Wright.     I have yet to confirm a connection with our Wright family





13.	Florence married Harry Nichols who had an Estate business at Rosebud for many years, then later retired to Box Hill.   They had two sons and two daughters.





14.	Olive became a housemaid to a Jewish lady (Miss Mathews) who lived at 408 Albert St. East Melbourne opposite St Patricks Cathederal.   She never married.   A lovely lady and a great friend to me in my teenage years when she came to live with us.   She used to talk to me a lot about her history and I still have the notebook I used to write the information in.   This helped me a lot when I began our tree in ernest.     My first memory of Auntie Olive was visiting her at her place of work when I was seven years old.    We were asked to wait in the front salon.   I can still see the beautiful antiques that were in that room and sitting there thinking, "this could have been ours if grandpa had not lost everything!".   I can recall it all so plainly that I believe that was my start to family history.   From that day on I was an avid listener to all the old stories.





15.	Trevena worked as a house maid at several places both in Gippsland and Melbourne.   She worked for a Joseph Wright (no Relation), when they went to live at Apollo Bay.   This is where she met Frederick John Wright whom she later married on 23 May 1908.   At first they lived in Apollo Bay.   Fred and his brother Edward had bought property out at Barham Valley to turn into a farm.   They had to cut this out of the bush.   They eventually moved there about 1922 and had a dairy farm.   They had ten children.    Trevena died whilst visiting her sister "Tib" at Maffra.








	Generation No. 4





16.	Children of Frederick Wright and Trevena Riley are:


	i.	Florence Olive Margaret "Olive" Wright, born 28 July 1908; died 21 January 1993. 		She married David Murray 31 May 1930.  He died 20 January 1988.


	ii.	Anna Marie"Nan" Wright, born 25 December 1909.  She married John Robertson 		Murray 7 April 1934; died Abt. 1956.


	iii.	Edward Miles "Bill" Wright, born 9 January 1912; died 22 October 1997.  He married 		Hazel Ralston Hoggan 27 September 1940; died 3 February 1973.


	iv.	Grace Evans "Tib" Wright, born 31 March 1914.  She married George Heywood 7 		October 1939; died 18 August 1973.


	v.	Joan Evans Wright, born 8 September 1916; died 8 February 1991.


	vi.	Victor John "Vic" Wright, born 14 August 1920; died 15 July 1943.    KIA WW2 in 		New Guinea.


	vii.	Edith Voctoria "Dee" Wright, born 28 February 1922.  She married Kevin Sculley; 		died 27 September 1996.


	viii.	Arthur Frederick Wright, born 4 June 1924; died 31 March 1996.  He married Patrica 		Jean Cunningham 27 May 1950.








	ix.	Barbara Helen Wright, born 1 November 1926; died 10 June 1947.  She married 		Stanley James Leorke; died December 1989.


	x.	Brian Garrett "Garry" Wright, born 4 March 1929.  He married Lois Irene Ward.





17.	Children of Florence Wright and Harry Nichols are:


	i.	Gordon Nichols.


	ii.	Evan Nichols.


	iii.	Hazel Nichols.


	iv.	Olive Nichols.





18.	Joan Evans Wright married Gary John Watson 15 May 1935, son of George Price and Ida Davies.  He was born 26 August 1910 in Geeveston, Tasmania, and died 8 February 1991.    He was


born "Eli Geeveston Price" (alias "John Price") and his name was changed by deed poll on 2 Nov 1939.





	Generation No. 5





19.	Child of Florence Wright and David Murray is:


	i.	Jean Murray, born 1 March 1931.  She married Keith Smith Abt. 1949.








20.	Child of Joan Wright and Gary Watson is:


	i.	Joan Helen Watson, born 21 September 1939 in Corangamite, VIC.








21.  Joan Helen Watson married Ian Robert Kemp in Melbourne, son of James Kemp and Beatrice Bright.  He was born 8 August 1939 in Gosford, NSW.





Generation No. 6


	


Children of Joan Watson and Ian Kemp are:


		i.	Darren James Kemp, born 2 February 1963 in Sunshine, Melbourne, Victoria.


		ii.	Tracey Lea Kemp, born 12 July 1964 in Sunshine, Victoria.  She married 				Michael Adams Abt. 1993 in Melbourne.


		iii.	Michelle Anne Kemp, born 11 November 1965 in Sunshine, Melbourne, 				Victoria.





22.  	Darren married Carol Davies Abt. 1996 in Darwin.  





Generation No. 7


	


23.	Children of Darren Kemp and Carol Davies are:


		i.	James William Kemp, born 5 March 1997.


		ii.	Amy Melissa Kemp, born 1998.








24.	  Michelle met Peter Andrew Leafe March 1986 in Northern Territory, son of John Leafe and Pauline Orchard.  He was born 12 September 1969 in a house at Cranebrook Rd, Cranebrook, NSW.








Generation No. 8


	


25	Children of Michelle Kemp and Peter Leafe are:


	i.	Kristie Lee Leafe, born 27 April 1990 in Royal Darwin Hospital.


	ii.	Kayla Anne Leafe, born 31 March 1992 in Royal Darwin Hospital.





